all public work and would like to pass my aays in writing books and whistling merry tunes by this lake, like a free child T While at Mayavati he received an invitation from Lala Badri Sah to be his guest at Almora, but this he was forced to decline and instead asked the old gentleman if he would find it practicable to come to Mayavati. He gladly consented, and met the Swami there on the tenth of January, in company with his youngest brother, Lala Mohan Lai Sah. Lala Govind Lai Sah was already there. On the twelfth, there was an Ice-cream party, through the efforts of the Swami Virajananda> who made a huge, delicious block of it with the help of the thick coating of ice that settles at this season on the surface of the lake. The Swami was delighted with this favourite dish of his.
A Thakur-ghar, or  worship-room,   containing the   Image of Sri Ramakrishna, had from sometime previous been established at the Ashrama at the earnest desire of some of the inmates.    When the   Swami arrived,   he chanced   one morning to see  this room  and found   that   regular  Thakur-Puja was being  conducted in  the Advaita   Ashrama, with  flowers, incense and other offerings.    He said   nothing at the  time, but that evening  when all were gathered   about   the fireplace, he spoke  vehemently  in   denunciation   of  Thakur-Puja  in   an Advaita  Ashrama.    It should   never have been done.    Here attention  was to  be paid only   to the subjective   elements of religion, such as, private meditation, individual and   collective studying of the Scriptures, and the  teaching   and culture of the highest  spiritual   monism, free   from any  dualistic weakness or dependence.    In the prospectus that had been   issued by this Ashrama, the  Swami himself had enjoined that here the Doctrine of Unity, pure  and simple, free   from all superstitions and weakening contaminations, was to be taught   and practised.    This  Ashrama  had  been   dedicated to Advaita and Advaita alone.    He had thus the right to   criticise.    Be-
